
THE
PRE-CONCEPTION ANT)

PRE-NATAL DIAGNOSTIC
TECHNIQUES (PROHIBITION

OF SEX SELECTION)
ACT, 1994

(Act No. 57 of 1994, dt.20-9-19941
(As amended by Amendment Act, 2002, w.e.f. 74-2-2005)

. -tte" aq tg provide for the prohibition of sex selectiorl before or after conceptioru
and for of pre'nalril diagnostic teduriques for the purposes of det6cting
genetic abnorrnalities or metabolic disorders or chrbmosomal aSnoimalities or certaii
congenital malformations or sex-linked disorders and for theprevention of their misuse
for sex determination leading to female foeticide and for matters connected therewith
or incidental thereto.]

BE itenacted by Parliamentinthe Forty-fifth year of the Republic of India as follows:-
CHAPTER I

PRELIMINARY
1. Short title, extent and commencement

This Act may be called 2[the Pre-conception and Pre-natal Diagnostic Tectrniques
(Prohibition of Sex Selection)l Act,1994.

(2) It shall extend to the whole of India exceptthe state of ]ammu and lGshmir.
(3) Itshall comeintoforce onsuchdate3 as theCentral Govemmentmay,bynotification

in the Official Gazette, appoint.
2. Definitions

In this Act, unless the context otherwise requires,-
(a) "Appropriate Authority" means the Appropriate Authority appointed

under section 1Z
(b) "Board" means the Central Supervisory Board constituted under section 7;

a11ba; "concgplf" any product of conception at any stage of development
from fertilisation untilbirth including eitra embryonic membranes as well
as theembryo or foetus;

Substituted vide Act 14 of 2003, w.e.f. 1,4-2-2003 vide SO 125(E), dt. 't 4-Z-200g.
Substituted, ibid for "the Pre-natalpiqryllc]echniques (RLgulation €md Prevention of misuse)".
Became enforceable w.e.f. l-'1.-1996 vide GSR 7aG, dt. i}-lz-lgils.
Inserted vide Act 14 of zh3,w.e.f. 1,+2-2N3 vide SO 125(E), dt. 14.2-ZOO1.

1

2
3
4



2 THE PRE-CONCEPTION AND PRE-... ACT 1994 SECTION 2

(bb) "embryo"meansadevelopinghumanorganismafterfertilisationtilltheend
of eight weeks (fifty-six days);

(bc) "foetus" means a human organism during the period of its development
beginning on the fifty-seventh day following fertilisation or criation
(excluding any time in which its development has been suspended) and
ending at thebirthl

(c) "Genetic Counselling Centre" means an institute, hospital, nursing home or
anyplace, bywhatever name called, which provides for genetic counselling
to patients;

(d) "Genetic Clinic" means a clinic, institute, hospital, nursing home or any
place, by whatever name called, which is used for conducting pre-natal
diagnostic procedures;
tlExplanation: For the purposes of this clause, "Genetic Clinic' includes a
vehide, whereultrasound machine or imagingmachine orscanner or other
equipment capable of determining sex of the foetus or a portable equipment
which has the potmtial for detection of sex during pregnancy or selection
of sexbefore conceptiory is usedl

(e) "Genetic Laboratory" me€uts a laboratory and includes a place where
facilities are provided for conducting analysis or tests of samples received
from Genetic Clinic for pre-natal diagnostic tes!
tlExplanation: For the purposes of this clause, "Genetic Laboratory" includes
a place whereultrasound madrine or imagingmachine orscanner or other
equipment capable of determining sex of the foetus or a portable equipment
which has the potential for detection of sex during pregnancy or selection
of sex before conception, is usedl

(f) "gynaecologist" means a person who possesses a post-graduate
qualification in gymaecology and obstetrics;

2[(g) "medical geneticist" includes a person who possesses a degree or diploma
in genetic science in the fields of sex selection and pre-natal diagnostic
techniques or has experience of not less than two years in any of these fields
after obtaining-
(i) any one of the medical qualifications recognisd under the hrdian
Medical Council Act, 1955 (702 of 1956); or
(ii) a post-graduate degree inbiological sciencesl

(h) "paediatrici.rn" means a person who possesses a post-graduate qualification
inpaediatrics;

2[(i) "pre-natal diagnostic procedures" means all gynaecological or obstetrical or
medical procedures such as ultrasonography, foetoscopy, taking or
removing samples of amniotic fluid, chorionic villi, embryo, blood or any
other tissue or fluid of a man, or of a womanbefore or after conception, for
being sent to a Genetic Laboratory or Genetic Clinic for conducting any type
of analysis or pre-natal diagnostic tests for selection of sex before or after
conceptionl

Inserted vide Act 14 of 2003,w.e.f. 14-2-2003 vide SO 175(E), dt. L+2-2003.
Substituted, ibid.
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SECTION 2 TI{E PRE-CONCEPTION AND PRE-... ACT 1994 3

"pre-natal diagnostic techniques" includes all pre-natal diagnostic
procedures and pre-natal diagnostic tests;
"pre-natal diagnostic test" means ultrasonography or any test or eutalysis of
amniotic fluid, chorionic villi, blood or any tissue or fiuid of u pr"grant
woman or conceptus conducted to detect genetic or metabolic disbrders or
chromosomal abnormalities or congenital anomalies or
haemoglobinopathies or sex-linked diseases;]

(l) "prescribed" means prescribed by rules made under this Acf
(m) "registered medical practitioner" means a medical practitioner who

possesses any reclgrufd medical qualification as defined in clause (h) of
section 2 of the Indian Medical Council Act, 1956 (102 of 1956), and whose
name has been entered in a State Medical Registea

^ 
(n) "regulations" means regulations framed by the Board under this Ac!211o; "sex selection" includesany procedure, tectrnique, test or ad.ministration or

prescription or p,ro3919n-of anything for tfre purpose of ensuring or
increasing the probability that an embryo wiil be'ot 

" 
pu.ti"ut* 

""*;(p) "sinologist or imagingspecialist" means a personwhopossesses any one of
the medical quaMications recognised.rrde. the krdiL Medicar Council
Act, 1955 (102 of t9!6) ol who possesses a post-graduate qualification in
ultrasonography or imaging teclrniques o" "iaiolJgy; 

I -
(q) "state Board" a.state supervisory Board or a Union territory

Supervisory Board corutituted under section 15A;
(r) "state Govemment" in relation to union territory with Legislature means

the Administrator of that Urrion territory appointld by the Fresident under
article 239 of Constitution.I

COMMENTS
Appropriate AuthortU

Under sub-section (1) of section 17, the central Government shall appoint one or moreappropriate authorities for each of the Union Tenitories for the purposes of this Act, and undersub-section (2), the state Govemment shall appoint one or more such authorities forthe whole orpart of the state forthe purposes of the Act having regard to the intensity of the problem of pre-natral
sex determination leading to female foeticide.
Boaill

section 7 provides for the constitution of central supervisory Board to exercise the powers
and perform the functions conferred under the Act.
Conceptus

conceptus means conoeption, embryo; the product of conception in the womb, especiafly inthe early stages of pregnancy.

Conception isthebeginningof pregnancy. Asto human beings, thefecundation of thefemaleovum by the male spermatozoan resulting in human life capable of survival and maturation undernormal conditions-B/ack,s L aw Dictionary.

(i)

'to.)

1

2
Substituted vide Act 14 of zh3,w.e.f. l+2-2003vide SO 125(E), dt. t+z-Zg 63g.Inserted, ibid.



4 THE PRE-CONCEPTION AND PRE-... ACT 1994 SECTION 2

Embryo
Embryo is the entity which develops in a woman's womb until it is bom as a baby (if not

aborted, etc.). Now especially this entity prior to the time at which all the organs are developed, at

about the eighth week after conception (cf. foetus); in Med. sometimes also distinguished from the

conceptus or pre-embryo.-7he New Shorter Ortord English Dictionary.

Embryo is an unbom on unhatched offspring in the process of development, especially an

unbom human in the first eight weeks from conception.-Concise Oxford Dictionary-

Eoetus
Foetus is a baby in the womb; an unbom child; an infant in ventra sa mere.

An unbom viviparous animal in the womb, an unhatched oviparous animal in the egg; esp.

an unbom human more than eight weeks after conception.-Ihe New Shorter Ortord English

Dictionary.
Genetic counselling

Genetic code is the basis on which genetic information is stored as sequences of nucleotides

in chromosomal DNA or RNA, different groups of three consecutive nucleotides conesponding to

different amino acids. Generic councelling relates to prospective parents conceming the chances

ofgeneticdisorders in afuture child. Geneticdrift isthevariation in the relativefrequencyof different

genotypes in a small population owing to the chance disappearance of particular genes as

individuals die or do not reproduce.

Genetic engineering is the manipulation of genetic material in orderto alter genes and hence

the characteristics of the organism concemed.

Genetic fingerprint is a set of genetic characteristics derived from the tissues or secretions

of an individual and used to identiff him or her. Genetic profile is a description listing the significant

genetic characteristics of an individual and used for identification, the prediction of inherited

disorders, etc.

Gynaecologbt
Gynaecology isthe branch of medicinethatdealswith the physiologyand diseases of women

and girls, especially of their reproductive organs.-Ihe New Shorter Otdord English Dictionary.

Gynaecology is the branch of physiology and medicine concemed with the functions and

diseases specific to women and girls; specially those affecling the reproductive system.-Concise

Oxford Didionary,

A Gynaecologist is a doctor who studies and treats the medical conditions and diseases of

women.

Obstetrics is the branch of medicine that deals with childbirth and the care and treatment of

the mother before and after birth, the practice of midwifery'

Paeiliat:rician
paediatric means of or pertaining to paediatrics orthe diseases of children. Paediatrics is the

branch of medical science that deals with childhood and he diseases of children. Paediatrician is

a doctorwho specialises in paediatrics.

Pre-natal iliagno stic ptoce ilures

The pre-natal Diagnostic Techniques (Regulation and Prevention of Misuse) Act' 1994 is an

Act to provide for the regulation of the use of pre-natal diagnostic techniques for the purpose of

detecting genetic or metabolic disorders or chromosomal abnormalities or certain congenital

malformations or sex-linked disorders and for the prevention of the misuse of such techniques for

the purpose of pre-natal sex determination leading to female foeticide; and for matters connected

therewith orincidentalthereto. undersection2(i)ofthatAct"pre-nataldiagnostic procedure" means

all gynaecological orobstetrical or medical procedures such as ultrasonography, foetoscopy, taking
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or removing samples of amniotic fluid, chorionic villi, blood or any tissue of a pregnant woman for
being sent to Genetic Laboratory or Genetic Clinic for conducting pre-natal diagnostic tests.
Prescrtbeil

Section 32 of the Act empowers the Central Govemment to make rules for carrying out the
provisions of the Act, in particular such rules may provide for the purposes enumerated under
clauses (i) to (xiv) of sub-section (2) of section 32.
Registere il Me ilical Pr actitioner

Recognised medical qualification means any of the medical qualifications included in the
Schedules to the lndian Medical Council Act, 1956.
Regalations

Under Section 33 of the Act, the Central Supervisory Board may, with the previous sanction
of the Central Govemment, by notification in the Official Gazette, make regulations not inconsistent
with the provisions of the Act and Rules made thereunder to provide for-

(a) the time and place of the meetings of the Board and the procedure to be followed for
the transaction of business at such meetings and the numberof members which shall
form the quorum under sub-section (1) of section 9;

(b) the manner in which a person may be temporarily associated with the Board under
sub-section (1) of section 1 1 ;

(c) the method of appointment, the conditions of service and the scales of pay and
allowances of the officer and other employees of the Board appointed undei section
12;

(d) generally for the efficient conduct of the affairs of the Board.
Every rule and every regulation made underthis Act shall be laid, as soon as may be after it

is made, before each House of Parliament, while it is in session, for a totral period of thirty days
which may be comprised in one session or in two or more successive sessions, and il before the
expiry of the session immediatelyfollowing the session orthe successive sessions aforesaid, both
Houses agree in making any modification in the rule or regulation or both Houses agree that the
rule or regulation should not be made, the rule or regulation shall thereafter have effect only in such
modified form or be of no effect, as the case may be; so, however, that any such modification or
annulment shall be without prejudice to the validity of anything previously done under that rule or
regulation.
Sonologist or imaging specialist

Sonograph is an instrument which analyses sound into its component frequencies and
produces a graphical record of the results.
StateBoaill

Section 16A of the Act provides for the constitution of State Supervisory Board and Union
Tenitory Supervisory Board. Accordingly, each State and Union tenitory having Legislature shall
constitute a Board to be known as the State Supervisory Board or the Union tenitory Supervisory
Board, as the case may be, which shall have the following functions:_

(i) to create public awareness against the practice of pre-conception sex selection and
prc-natal determination of sex of foetus leading to female foeticide in the State;

(ii) to review the activities of the Appropriate Authorities tunctioning in the State and
recommend apptopriate action against them;

(iii) tomonitortheimplementationofprovisionsoftheActandtherulesandmakesuitable
recommendations relating thereto, to the Board;

(iv) to send such consolidated reports as may be prescribed in respect of the various
activities undertaken in the State under the Act to the Board and the Central
Govemment; and
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(v) any other functions as may be prescribed under the AcI.

(2) The State Board shall consist of,-
(a) the Minister in charge of Health and Family Welfare in the State, who shall be the

Chairperson, exofficia,
(b) Secretary in charge of the Department of Health and Family Welfare who shall be

the Vice-Chairperson, ex officioi
(c) Secretaries or Commissioners in charge of Departments of Women and Child

Development, Social Welfare, Law and lndian System of Medicines and
Homoeopathy , ex ofrcio, or their representatives;

(d) Director of Health and Family Welfare or lndian System of Medicines and
Homoeopathy of the State Govemment, ex officioi

(e) three women members of Legislative Assembly or Legislative Council;
(f) ten members to be appointed by the State Govemment out of which two each shall

be from the following categories:
(i) eminent social scientists and legal experts;
(ii) eminent women activistrs from non{ovemmental organisations or otheruvise;

(iii) eminent gynaecologists and obstetricians or experts of stri-roga or prasuti-tantra;

(iv) eminent paediatricians or medical geneticists;

(v) eminent radiologists or sonologists;
(g) an officer not below the rank of Joint Director in charge of Family Welfare, who shall

be the Member Secretary, ex officio.

(3) The State Board shall meet at least once in four months.

(4) The term of office of a member, other than an ex oficio member, shall be three yearc.

(5) lf a vacancy occurs in the office of any member other than an ex offcio member, it shall

be filled by making fresh appointment.

(6) lf a member of the Legislative Assembly or member of the Legislative Council who is a

member of the State Board, becomes Minister or Speaker or Deputy Speaker of the Legislative

Assembly or Chairperson or Deputy Chairperson of the Legislative Council, he shall cease to be,

a memberof the State Board.

(7) One-third of the total number of members of the State Board shall constitute the quorum.

(8) The State Board may co-opt a member as and when required, provided that the number

of co-opted members does not exceed one-third of the total strength of the State Board.

(9) The co-opted members shall have the same powersi and funclions as other members,

except the right to vote and shall abide by the rules and regulations.

(1 0) ln respect of matters not specified in this section, the State Board shall follow procedures

and conditions as are applicable to the Board.

State Gooetnment
Article 239 of the Gonstitution provides forthe administration of Union Tenitories. lt says:

(1) Save as otherwise provided by Parliament by Law, every Union Tenitory shall be
administered by the President acting, to such extent as he thinks fit, through an
administratorto be appointed by him with such designation as he may specify.

(2) Notwithstanding anything contained in Part Vl, the President may appoint the
Govemor of a State as the administrator of an adjoining Union Tenitory, and where
a Govemor is so appointed, he shall exercise his functions as such administrator
independently of his Council of Ministers.
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GHAPTER II
REGULATION OF GENETIC COTINSELLING CENTRES, GENETIC

LABORATORIES AND GENETIC CLIMCS
3' Regulation of Genetic Counselling Centres, Genetic Laboratories and Genetic

Clinics
Onand fromthe commencement of this Act_

(1) no Genetic Counselling Centre, Genetic Laboratory or Genetic Clinic unless
registered under this Act, shall conduct or ass-ociate with, or help in,
conducting activities relating to pre-natal diagnostic techniques;1[(Z) no Genetic Counselling C*t 

" 
oi C"r,*ic Laboratory or Genetic Clinic shall

-employ 
or cause to be employed or take services of iny persory whether on

hono-rary basis or-on payment who does not possess tire qualifications as
may be prescribed,

(3) no medical geneticist, gynaecologist paediatrician registered medical
practitioner or any other person shall conduct or canse tJbe conducted or
aid in conducting by hirnself or through any other persoru any pre-natar

,-^ - - diagnostic techniques at a place other thin a p1""" 
""gLt"."d 

under this Act.'[3A. Prohibition of sex-sele-ction
No person, induding a specialist or a team of specialists in the field of infertility, shall

conduct or cause tobe conducted or aid in conauctinguyhimseuorby any otherp"rrorq r"*
selection on a worrnn or a rnEur or on both or on any-tissue, ernbryo, concqrfus, fluid or
gametes derived from either or both of thern.
38. Prohibition on sale of ultrasound machine, etc., to persons, laboratories, clinics,

etc., not registered under the Act
No person shall sell any ultrasound machine or imaging machine or scanner or any

,otlerequiplentcapableof detectingsexoffoetustoanycerietiicounsellingCmtre,Genetic
Laboratory, Ge^etic Clinic or any otherpersonnotregistered under the Act.l

CHAPTER III
REGULATION OF PRE-NATAL DIAGNOSTIC TECHMQIJES4. Regulation of pre-natal diagnostic techniques

On and from ttre commencement of this Act _
(1) P- place induding a registered Gerretic Counselling Centre or Genetic

I^aborato-ry or Gerretic crinic shall be used o" ""r*Eto be usedbyilt
percon for conducting pre-natal dia-gnostic techniques except f& th;
purposes spariea in dause (2) and after satisfying *y of the conditions
specified in dause (3);

(2) no pre-natal diagnos'rc techniques shall be conducted except for the
purposes of detection of anyof the following abnorrrarities, numery,_
(i) chromosomal abnornralities;
(ii) genetic metabolic diseases;
(iii) haemoglobinopathies;

Substituted vide Act 14 of 2[3,w.e.f. l+2-2}03vide SO 125(E), dt. 14-2-ZOA;.Inserted, ibid.
L
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8 THE PRE-CONCEPTION AND PBE .Aer, 1994 SECTION 6

(iv) sex-linked genetic diseases;

(v) congenital anomalies;

(vi) any other abnormalities or diseases as may be specified by the Central

^ SupervisoryBoardl;
2113; .,op.e-natal diagnostic techniques shall be used or conducted unless the

pe.ion qualified to do so is satisfied for reasons to be recorded in writing
that any of the following conditions are fulfilled, namely:-
(i) age of the pregnant woman is above thirty-five years;

(ii) the pregnantwomanhas undergone two or more sPontaneous abortions

or foetal lossi

(iii) the pregnant woman had been exposed to potentially teratogerric agents

such as drugs, radiation, infection or chemicals;

(iv) the pregnant womEu:r or her sponse has a family history- of mental

retardatibn or physical deformities such as, spasticity or any other genetic

disease;

(v) any other condition as may be specified by the Board:

PROVIDED that the person conducting ultrasonography on a Pregnant
woman shall keep complete record thereof in the clinic in such manner, as

may be prescribed, ard urry deficiency or inlccuracy_found therein shall

amount to contraventior, of the provisions of section 5 or section 5 unless

contrary is proved by the person conducting such ultrasonograPh,y,

(4) no pers"on inctuding i retative or husband of tle pregnant woman shall seek

or encourage the c-onduct of any pre-natal diagnostic techniques on her

excePt forthepurposes specified in clause (2);

(5) no p"rsor, inihding a ielative or husband of a woman shall seek or
: 

enc6uragethecondrictof anysex-selectiontg*rnique onherorhimorboth.l
S. Writgrcorserriofpr€gnantwomanandprchibitionofcomnruricatingthes€xof ffius

(1) No person referred to in clause (2) of section 3 shall conduct the pre'natal diagnostic

procedures unlese-
(a) he has explained all known side and after effecb of suchprocedures to the

pregnant woman concemed;

O) ire lis obtained in the prescribed Jorm her written consent to undergo such

inthe language whidr she understands; and

(c) a copy of her uEitt€n consent obtained under clause (b) is grven to the

Pregnantwoman.
ttZl No p"i"nincluding the person conductingpre.natal diagnostirprocedures shall

communicateio thepregnantio--rr, 
"ot 

*rned orher rel,atives or anyotherperson the sex

of the foetusby words, signs, or in any other manner'I

6. Detennination of sex prohibited
On and from the commencemmt of this Act -

In exercise of the powers conferred by section.4(2)(vi), the central supervisory Board vide so 189(E), dt'

fi-;-;ait4;h", $.iifi"a "r 
, "any otfuir in.tlcation of possible genetic disease/anomaly in the foetus such

u, ,porudi" een"tic disease in the couple. a positive scieening test for calrier status or postive screening test

for genetic d*isease/congenital anomaly in pregnancy-etc" 
-

S"t'"ut"t"a tV ect 14 of'2003. w.e.t.14-2-2003vide SO 175(E), dt'1'+2-2:003'
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(a) no Genetic Counselling Centre or Genetic Laboratory or Genetic Clinic shall
conduct or cause to be conducted in its Centre, Laboratory or Clinic,
pre-natal diagnostic techniques including ultrasonography, for-the pu{pose
of determining the sex of a foetus;

(b) noperson shall conduct or cause to be conducted any pre-natal diagnostic
techniquesincluding ultrasonography for the purpoie of determinlng the
sex of a foetus;

111c1 no Person shall, by whatever means, cause or allow to be caused selection
of sex before or after conception.]

CHAPTER IV
CENTRAL SUPERVISORY BOARD

7. Constitution of Central Supervisory Board
(1) The Central Govemment shall constitute a Board to be known as the Central

St'Pervisory Board to exercise the powers and perform the functions conferred on the Board
under this Act.

(2) The Board shall consist of-
(a) the Minister 1clTge of the Minishy or Departrnent of Family welfare,

who shall be the Chairman, ex fficio;
(b)

'[(.)

the Secretary to the Government of India in charge of the Department of
Family Welfare, who shall be the Vice-Chairman ,"r* fficio;
three membult tg be appointed by the Central Goveffrnent to represent the
Ministries of Central Government in charge of Women and Chitd
D-eveloPmelt_Depar$"lt of Legal Affairs or Le-gislative Departmentin theMinistry of Law and ]ustice, and Indian System of Medicine and
Homoeopath!, ex fficio;l

(d) the Director General of Health Services of the central Govemment, ex-officio;
(e) ten members to be appointed by the Central Government, two each from

amongst-
(i) eminent medical geneticists;
2t(ii1 

_g1inen1 gynaecologist and obstetrician or expert ol stri-roga or
prasuti-tantra;l

(iii) eminent paediatricians;
(iv) eminent social scientists; and
(v) representatives of women welfare organisations;

(f) three women Members of parliament, of whom two shall be elected by the
House of the People and one by the Council of States;

(g) four members to be appoin!9d by the Central Govemment by rotation to
represent the states and the Union territories, two in the alphaLetical order
and two in the reverse alphabetical order:

fnyrted by Act 14 of zaat, w.e.f. 1,4-2-2003 vide so 125(E), dt. 1,4-z-2a$.
Substituted, ibid.
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PROVIDED ttratno appointnent under this clause shallbemade except on
the recommendation of the State Govemment or, as the case may be, the

Unionteritory
(h) an officer, notbelow the rank of aloint Secretary or equivalent of the Central

Government, in charge of Family Welfare, who shall be the
Member-SecretarY, ex ofrcio.

E. Term of office of members
(1) The term of office of a member, other than an ex officio rrlrerilfr,er, shall be,-

(a) in case of appointment under clause (e) or clause (f) of sub-section (2) of
section 7, three Years: '[x x x]
2lfnOtnOfO that the term of office of a member elected under clause (f) of
sub-section (2) of section 7 shall come to an md as soon as the member
becomes a Minister or Minister of State or Deputy Minister, or the Speaker

or the Deputy speaker of the House of the People, or the Deputy ch"TT
of the Council o] Stutes or ceases to be a member of the House from which
he was elected; andl

(b) in case of appoinknent under clause (g) of the said sub-section, one year.

(2) If a casual vacancy occurs in the office of any other mernbers, whetherby reason of

his death, resignation or inability to discharge his functions owing to illness or other

incapacrty, ,r.L t 
""ur,.y 

shall be filled by the Central Govemment by making a fresh

"ppoiott"*t 
and the member so appointed shallhold office for the remainder of ttre term of

office of the person in whose place he is so appointed.

(3) TheViceChairman shall perform such functions as may be assigned to him by the

Chairman from time to time.

(a) The procedure to be followed by *re members in the discharge of their functions

shallbe sudr as maybe Prescribed.
9. Meetings of the Board

(1) Ttre Board shall meet at such time and place, and shall o-bserve such rules of

procedure in regard to the transaction of business at its meetings (including the quorum at

such meetings) as may be provided by regulations:

PROVIDED that the Board shall meet at least once in six months'

(2) The Chairrran and inhis absence the Vice{hairman shall preside at the meetings

ofthe Board.
(3) If foranyreasontheChairmanortheViceChairrranisunabletoattend anymee!1S

of the Board any other member ctrosenby the members present at the meeting shall preside

atthemeeting.
(4) All questions which come up before any meeting of the Board shallbe decided by a

maiority of the votes of the members presmt and votinS and in the event of anequality of

votes, tireChairman, or inhis absenc", tt 
" 

p"ttonpresiding; strallhave and exercise a second

or casting vote.
(5) Men$ers other than er ofrcio membets shall receive such allowances, if any, from

the Board as maybe Prescribed.

Word "atld" omitted by Act 32ol2Cf,l,w.e.f- 3'9-2Wl'
Proviso inserted, ibid.
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10. Vacancies, etc., not to invalidate proceedings of the Board
No act or proceeding of the Board shall be invalid merely by reason of-

(a) any vacancy in, or any defect in the constitution of, the Board; or
(b) any defuct in the appointnent of a person acting as a menrber of the Board; or
(c) any irregularity in the procedure of the Board not affecting the merits of the

case.
11. Temporary association of persons with the Board for particular pu{poses

- - (1) The Board may associate with itself, in such manner and for such purposes as rury
be determined by regulations, any person whose assistance or advice it may desire in carryini
out any of the provisions of this Act.

(2) A person associated with it by the Board under strb-section (1) for any pulpose shall
have a right to take part in the discussions relevant to thatpulpose,t"i st.U 

"oit ^e 
a right to

vote at a meeting of the Board and shall notbe a mernber for any other pqpose.
12. Appointment of officers and other employees of the Board

. _ 
(1) lor the PurPose of enabling it efficiently to discharge its functions trnder this Act,

the Board may, subject to such regulations as miy be made ii this behalf, appoint (whether
on deputation or otherwise) suctr number of officers and other employees aJ il may consider
necessary:

PROVIDED that the appointnent of such category of officers, as may be specified in
such regulations, shall be su$ect to the approval of the central Govemmmt.

(2) Every officer or other employee appointed by the Board shall be subject to such
conditions of service and shall be entitled to suctr remuneration as may be specified in the
regulations.
13. Authentication of orders and other instruments of the Board

All orders and decisions of the Board shall be authenticated by the signature of the
Chairman or any other member authorised by the Board in ttrisienat-ana aI other
instruments issued by the Board shall be authenticated by the signature of the
Member-Secretary or any other officer of the Board authorised in Iike manner in this behalf.
14. Disqualifications for appointment as member

A person shall be disqualified for being appointed as a member if, he-
(a) has been convicted and sentenced to imprisonment for an offence whic6, in

the opinion of the Central Government, involves morar turpitude; or
(b) is an undischarged insolven! or
(c) is of unsound mind and stands so decrared by a competent courf or
(d) has been removed or dismissed from the service of the Government or a

Corporation owned or controlled by the Govemmen! or
(e) has, in the opinion of the Central Govemmen! such financial or other

interest in the Board as islikely to affect prejudicially the discharge by him
of his functions as a member; or1(f; has, in the opinion of the Central Govemment, been associated with the use
or promotion o{pre-natal diagnostic technique for deterrnination of sex or
with any sex selection tedrnique.l

1 Substituted by Act 14 of 2009,w.e.f. 1,4-2-2}0gvide SO 125(E), dt. l4-2-2OAg.
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15. Eligibility of member for re-appointment

subiect to the other @rms and conditions of service as may be prescribed, any Person

ceasing tobe a member shatlbe eligible for re.appoinhnentas suchmember:
tipnOrffpsO that no member other than an ex officio member shall be appointed for

more thantwo consecutive terms.]

'lt1. Functions of the Board

The Board shallhave the following functions, namely:-
(i) to advise the central Govemment on policy matters relating t9 

"ry 9f
pre-natal diagnostic techniques, sex selection techniques and against their

misuse;
(ii) to review and monitor implementation of the Act and rules made

thereunder and recommend to the Central Govemment dranges in the said

Act and rules;
(iii) to create public awarenes.s against the practice of pre-conception ryx

selection and pre-natat determination of sex of foehrs leading to ferrale

foeticide;
(iv) to lay down code of conduct to be observed by-qgrsons yorking at Genetic

Counselling centres, Genetic Laboratories and Genetic Clinics;

(v) to overseetheperformance of variousbodies constituted under the Act and

takm appropriate steps to ensure its proper and effective implementation;

(vi) any other functions as maybe prescribed under the Act'l
l[tOA- ' ionstitudor. of State Supenrisory Board and Union territory Superisory

Board
(1) Each state and Union territory having Legislature thall cgnstitute a Board to be

known as the State Supervisory Board or the Union territory Supervisory Board, as the case

maybe, which strallhave the following functions:-
(i) to create public a$/areness against the prachre of pre-conception sex

selection and pre-natal determination of sex of foetus leading to female

foeticide in the State;

(ii) to review the activities of the Appropriate Authorities functioning in the

State and recomr.rend appropriate action against them;

(iii) to monitor the implementation of provisions of the Act and the rules and

make suitable recommendations relating thereto, to the Board;

(rv) to send such consolidated rePorts as uray be-prqailed in respect of the

various activities undertaken in the State under the Act to the Board and

the Cerrtral Govemmen! and

(v) any other functions as maybe prescribed under the Act'

(2) The State Board shall consist of,-
(a) the Minister in charge of Health and Famity welfare in the state, who shall

be the ChairPercon, ex offtcio;

(b) seaetary in charge of the Departrnent of Health and Family welfare who

shallbe the Vicdhairperson, ex officio;

Inserted by Act '1,4 of 2003,w.e.f. 1,4-2-2003 vide so 175(E), dt. 14-2-2003-

Substituted, ibid.
1
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(c) Secretaries or Commissioners in drarge of Departrnents of Women and
Child Development, Social Welfare, Law and Indian System of Medicines
and Homoeopathy, ex oficio,or their representatives;

(d) Director of Health and Family Welfare or hdian System of Medicines and
Homoeopathy of the State Government, ex fficio;

(e) three womenmembers of kgislative Assembly or Legislative Council;
(0 ten menrbers to be appointed by the State Govemmerrt out of which two

eadr shall be from the following categories:-
(i) eminent social scientists and legal experts;
(ii) eminent women activists from non-govemmental organisations or
otherwise;
(iii) eminerrt g5maecologists and obstetricians or experts of stri-roga or
prasuti-tantra;

(iv) eminentpaediatricians or medical gerreticists;
(v) eminent radiologists or sonologists;

(g) an officer notbelow the rank of ]oint Director in charge of Family Welfare,
who strall be the Member Secretary, ex oficio

(3) The State Board shall meet at least once in four months.
(4) The term of office of a member, other ttran anex offciomember, shall be three years.
(5) If a vacancy occurs in the office of any member other than an ex offrcio member, it

shall be filled by making fresh appoinknent.
(6) If a member of the Legislative Assembly ormember of the Iegislative Council who

is a merrrber of the state Boar4 becomes Minister or speaker or Deputy speaker of the
Legislative Assembly or Chailperson orDeputy Chairperson of the t^egislative Council, he
shall cease to be a member of the State Board.

(4 One-third of the total number of members of the State Board shall constitute the
quorum.

(8) The state Board may co-opt a member as and when required, provided that the
number of co-opted meurbers does not exceed one-third of the total strmgth of the State
Board.

(9) The co-optedmembers shallhave the samepowers and functions as othermembers,
except the right to vote and strall abide by the rules and regulations.

(10) In respect of matters not specified in this sectiory the State Board shall follow
procedures and conditions as are applicable to the Board.]

CHAPTERV
APPROPRIATE AUTHORITY AND ADVISORY COMMTTEE

17. Appropriate Authority and Advisory Committee
(1) Ttrc Central Government shall appoint, by notification in the Official Gazette, one

ormore AppropriateAuthorities foreachof the Union territories for thepurposes of this Act.
(2) The State Govenrment shall appoint, by notification in the Official Gaz.ette, one or

more Appropriate Authorities for the whole or part of the State for the pqposes of this Act
havingregardtotheintensityof theproblemofpre.natalsexdeter:rrinationieadingtofemale
foeticide.
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(3) The officers appointed as Appropriate Authorities under sub-section (1) or
sub-section (2) shall be,-

111a; when appointed for the whole of the State or the Union ter:ritory, consisting
of the following three members:-
(i) an officer of orabove the rank of theJointDirector of Health and Family
Welfare{hairperson;
(ii) an eminerrt uroman representing women's organisation; and
(iii) an officer of Law Deparhnent of the State or the Union territory
concemed:

PROVIDED that it shall be the duty of the State or the Union territory
concerned to constitute multi-member State or Union territory level
Appropriate Authoritywithinthree months of the coming into force of the
Pre-natal Diagnostic Techniques (Regulation and Preverrtion of Misuse)
Amendment ACt,2002:

PROVIDED FURTHER that any vacancy occurring therein shall be filled
within three months of the occurrencel

(b) when appointed for any part of the State or the Union territory, of sudr other
rank as the State Government or the Central Govemment, as the case may
be,may deemfit.

(4) the Appropriate Authority shall have the following functions, namely:-
(a) to grant suspend or cancel registration of a Gmetic Counselling Centre,

Genetic Laboratory or Genetic Clinic;
(b) to enforce standards prescribed for the Genetic Counselling Centre, Genetic

Laboratory or Genetic Clinic;
(c) toinvestigatecomplaintsofbreadroftheprovisionsofthisActortherules

made thereunder and take immediate action;
(d) to seek and consider the advice of the Advisory Committee, constituted

under sub-section (5), on application for registration and on complaints for
suspension or cancelliation of registration;

211e; totakeappropriatelegalactionagainsttheuseof anysexselectiontechnique
by *y person at any place, suo motu or brought to its notice and also to
initiate independerrt investigations in sudr matter;

(f) to create public alvareness against the practice of sex selection or pre-natal
determination of sex;

(g) to supervise the implementation of the provisions of the Act and rules;
(h) to recommend to the Board and State Boards modifications required in the

rules in accordance with changes in technology or social corrditions;
(i) to take action on the recommendations of the Advisory Committee made

after investigation of complaint for suspension or cancellation of
registration.l

(5) Ttre Central Govemment or the State Govemment, as the case may be, shall
constitute an Advisory Committee for each Appropriate Authority to aid and advise the

Substituted by Act 14 of 2003, w.e.f. 1+2-2003 vide SO 175(E), dt. 1,4-2-2003.
Inserted, ibid.
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AppropriateAuthorityinthe disdrargeof itsfunctions, andshallappointone of themembers
of the AdvisoryCommitteetobe its Chairman.

(6) The Advisory Committee shall consist of-
(a) three medical experts from amongst gyraecologists, obstetricians,

paediatricians and medical geneticists;
(b) onelegalexper[
(c) one officer to represent the departnent dealing with information and

publicity of the State Govemment or the Union firritory, as the case may
be;

(d) three eminent social workers of whom not less than one shall be from
. amongst representatives of women,s organisations.

- 'I(7) No person who has been associated with the use or promotion of pre-natal
diagnostictechniquesfordeterminationof sexorsexselectionshallbeappointedasimember
of the Advisory Committee.l

. (8) TheAdvisoryCorrmitteemaymeetas andwhenitthinks fitor ontherequestof the
AppropriateAuthorityforconsiderationofanyapplication forregistrationorany-complaint
for suspension or cancellation of registration and io give advice tf,ereon:

PROVIDED that the period intervening between any two meetings shall not exceed the
prescribed period.

(9) The terms and-conditions subject to which a person may be appointed to the
AdvisoryCommittee and theproceduretobefollowedbysuctr Coo,*itt"" ir,tt 

" 
discharge

of its functions shall be such as may be prescribed.
2atZe,. Powers of Appropriate Authorities

fhe Appropriale Authority shall have thepowers in respect of the following matters,
namely:-

(a) summoning o-f TyPersonwho is in possession of anyinformation relating
to vioLation of the provisions of this Act or the rules made thereunder;

(b) production of any documerrt or material object relating to clause (a);
(c) issuing search-warrant for any place suspected to be indulging in sex

selection techniques orpre-natal sex determination; and
(d) any other matter which may be prescribed.l

CHAPTERVI
REGISTRATION OF GENETIC COUNSELLING CENTRES, GENETIC

LABORATORIES AND GENETIC CLIMCS
18. Registration of Genetic Counselling Centres, Genetic Laboratories or Genetic

Clinics
\f1 N9 Person shall open any Genetic Counselling Centre, Genetic Laboratory or

Genetic Clinic, including dinic,laboratory or centre having ultrasound or imaging machine
or scanneror anyothertechnologycapable of undertaking determinationof sex of ioetus and
sex selectiory or render services to any of ttrem, after the commencement of the pre-natal
Diagnostic Techniques (Regulation and Prevention of Misuse) Amendment Act,2002 unless
suc-h Centre, Laboratory or Clinic is duly registered under the Act.l

Substitut:-d !y Act 14 of 2003, w.e.f. 14-2-2003 vide so 175(E), dt. 1,4-2-2003.
Inserted, ibid.
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(2) Every application for registration under sub-section (1), shall be made to the

eppropriate euthority in such form and in suchmanner and shallbe accompaniedby sudt

fees as may be prescribed'
(3) Every Genetic Counselling Centre, Genetic Laboratory or Genetic Clinic engaged,

eitfreiparttyorexclusively, incounielling or conductingpre-natal diagrrostic techniques for

any of the purporo rr,"r,tion"d in section 4, immediately before the commencement of this

Act, shall apply for registration within sixty days from the date of such commencement.

(4) S"biect to the provisions of section Q every Genetic Counselling Centre, Genetil

Laboralory or Gmetic-Clinlc engaged in counselling or conducting pre-natal diagrr'ostic

techniques shall cease to conduct any such counselling or technique on the expiry of six

*or,ths f.o* the date of commencement of this Act unless such Centre, Laboratory or Clinic

has applied for registration and is so registered separately or jointly or till such application

is disposed of, whichever is earlier.

(s) No Genetic Counselling Cmtre, Genetic Laboratory or Genetic clinic shall be

regisda under this Act udesJthe Appropriate Authority is satisfied that such Centre,

Laboratory or Clinic is in a positionto piovide such facilities, maintain such equipment and

standards as may be Prescribed.
19. Certificate of registration

(1) The Appropriate Authority shall, afterholding aninquiry and after satisry*s ie-u
that the applic'ant lLs complied with all the requirements oJ this 1* Td the rules made

thereunder andhavingregardto theadvice of theAdvisoryCommitteeinthisbehalf, grant

a certificate of registratiJn in the prescribed form joinfly or separately to the Gerretic

counselling cerrtri, Genetic Laboratory or Genetic Clinic, as the case maybe.

(2) If, after the inquiry and after giving an opportunity ofbeing heard to the applicant

and having regard to tire iavice of the Advisory Commitbee, the App-ropriate Authority is

satisfied tli"t t[" applicant has not complied with the requirements of this Act or the rules'

it shall, for reasonsio be recorded in writing, reiect the application for registration'

(3) Every certificate of registration shall be renewed in such rnanner and after such

period and on pay'rrerrt of sudr fees as may be prescribed'

(4) The certificate of registration shall be displayed by the registered Genetic

co,rnsetting centre, Genetic LaLratory or Gmetic clinic in a conspicuous pl,ace at its place

of business.

2A. Cancellation or susPension of registration

(1) The Appropriate Authority tnay suo ffioto, or on complaint' issue a notice to the

cenetic co""""tii"g centre, Genetic Laboratory or Genetic Clinic to show cause why its

registration should-notbe suspended or cancelled for the reasons mentioned in the notice'

Q)If,after giving a reasonable opportunity of being heard t9 the fen*ic Counselling

Centre, Geneti. Gbo.itory or Genetic 
-Clinic 

and having regTd toihe ldvice 
of the Advisory

committee, the Appropriate Authority is satisfied tlut there has been a breadr of the

provisions of this actor'the rules, itmay, withoutprejudiceto anycriminal actionthatitmay

iake against such Centre, Iaboratory oi Clinic, suspend its registration for sudr period as it

*uy tiit t fit or cancel its re as the case may be'

(3) Notwithstanding anything contained in sub-sections (1) and (2), if the Appropriate

Auihority is of the opiniJn that it ii necessary or exPedientso to d9 in the public interest, it
*uy, for reasons ti be recorded in writing, suspend the 

-regrstration 
of any Genetic

corl*ahr,g Centre, Genetic Laboratory or Genetic Clinic without issuing any such notice

referred to in sub-section (1).



SECTION 23 THE PRE-CONCEPTION AND PRE-... ACT, 1,994 17

21. Appeal
The Genetic Counselling Centre, Genetic Iaboratory or Genetic Clinic may, within

thirty days from the date of receipt of the order of suspension or cancellation of registration
passed by the Appropriate Authority under section 2O prefer an appeal against suctr order
t0-

(i) the Central Govemment, where the appeal is against the order of the Central
Appropriate Authority; and

(ii) the State Govemmmt, where the appeal is against the order of the State
Appropriate Authority,
in the prescribed manner.

CHAPTERVII
OFFENCESANDPENALTIES

'lzz. Prohibition of advertisement relating to pre-conception and pre-natal
deterurination of sex and punishment for contravention
(1) No person, organisation, Genetic Counselling Centre, Genetic Laboratory or Genetic

Clinic,includingclinic,LaboratoryorCentrehavingultrasoundmachineorimagingmachine
or scErruler or any other technology capable of undertaking determination of sex of foetus or
sex selection shall issue, publistr, rlisf ifufs, communicate or cause to be issued, published,
distributed or communicated any advertisement in any form, including intemet regarding
facilities of pre-natal deternrinationof sex or sexselectionbefore conception available at such
Centre, Laboratory, Clinic or at any other place.

(2) No person or organisation including Genetic Counselling Centre, Genetic
Laboratory or Genetic Clinic shall issue, publish, distribute, communicate or cause to be
issued,publishe4distributedorcommunicadanyadvertisementinanymannerregarding
pre-natal determination or prmonception selection of sex by imy means whatsower,
scientific or otherwise.

(3) Anypersonwhocontravenesiheprovisionsof sub-section(1) orsub-section (2) shall
be punishable with imprisonment for a term whidr may extertd to three years and with fine
whidr may extend to ten thousand rupees.

Explanation: For the purposes of this section, "advertisemenf includes any notice,
circular,label, wrapper or any other docummt induding advertisement tfuough intemet or
anyothermediainelectronic orprintforrrand also indudes anyvisiblerepresentationmade
by mears of any hoarding, wall-painting signal, light, sound, smoke or gas.l

23. Offences and penalties
(1) Anymedical geneticist, gynaecologist,registeredmedicalpractitioneroranyperson

who owns a Genetic Counselling Centre, a Genetic Laboratory or a Genetic Clinic or is
employed in such a Centre, Laboratory or Clinic and renders his professional or tedrnical
services to or at such a Centre, Laboratory or Clinic, whether on an honorary basis or
ottrerwise, and who contravenes any of the provisions of this Act or rules made thereunder
shallbe punishable withimprisonment for a term which may extend to three years and with
fine which may extend to ten thousand rupees and on any subsequent convictiory with
imprisonment which may extmd to five years and with fine whidr may extend to fifty
thousandrupees.

1112; fne name of the registered medical practitioner shall be reported by the
Appropriate Authority to the State Mediccl Council concerned for taking necrssary action

1 Subsliituted vide Act 14 CIf 2003, w.e.f. 1+2-2W3 vide SO 175(H), dt. 74-2-2W3.
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including suspension of the registration if the charges are framed by the court and till the
case is disposed of and on conviction for removal of his name from the register of theCouncil
for a period of five years for the first offence and permanently for the subsequent offence.

(3) Any person who seeks the aid of any Genetic Counselling Centre, Genetic
Laboratory, Genetic Clinic or ultrasound clinic or imagrng clinic or of a medical geneticist,
gynaecologist, sonologist or imaging specialist or registered medical practitioner or any other
person for sex selection or for conducting pre-natal diagnostic techniques on any pregnant
woman for the purposes other than those specified in sub-section (2) of section 4, he shall be
punishable with imprisonment for a term which may extend to three years and with fine
whichmay extend to fifty thousand rupees for the first offence and for any subsequent offence
with imprisonment which may extend to five years and with fine which may extend to one
lakhrupees.

(4) For the removal of doubts, it is hereby provided, that the provisions of sub-section
(3) shall not apply to the woman who was compelled to undergo such diagnostic techniques

or such selection.]

'lZl. Presumption in the case of conduct of pre-natal diagnostic techniques

Notwithstanding anything contained in the Lrdian Evidence Ac|7872 (1 of 1872), the
court shall presume unless the contrary is proved that the pregnant woman was compelled
by her husband or any other relative, as the case may be, to undergo pre-natal diagnostic
tedutique for the purposes other than those specified in sub-section (2) of section 4 and such
person shall be liable for abetrnmt of offence under sub-section (3) of section 23 and shall be

punishable for the offence specified under that section.l

25. Penalty for contravention of the provisions of the Act or rules for which no
specific punishment is provided
Whoever contravenes any of the provisions of this Act or any rules made ttrereunder,

for which no penalty has been elsewhere provided in this Act, shall be punishable with
imprisonmentforatermwhidrmayextend to threemonths orwithfine,whichmay extend

to one thousand rupees or with both and in the case of continuing conhavention with an

additional fine which may extend to five hundred rupees for every day during which such

contravention continues after conviction for the first such contravention.

26. Offences by companies
(1) Where any offence, punishable under this Act has been committed by a company/

every person who, at the time the offence was committed was in drarge of, and was
responsible to, the company for the conduct of the business of the comp.Lny, as well as the
company, shall be deemed to be guilty of the offence and shall be liable to be proceeded

against and punished accordingly:

PROVIDED that nothing contained in this sub-section shall render any such Person
liable to any punishment, if he proves that the offence was committed without his knowledge
or that he had exercised all due diligence to prevent the commission of such offence.

(2) Notwithstanding anything contained in sub-section (1), where any offence

punishable under this Act has been committed by a company and it is proved that the offence

has been committed with the consent or connivance of, or is attributable to any neglect on
the part of, any director, manager, secretary or other officer of the company, sudr director,
manager, secretary or other officer shall also be deemed to be guilty of that offence and shall
be liable to be proceeded against and punished accordingly.

Explanation: For the purposes of this section -

1 Substituted by Act 14 of 2}03,w.e.f. 14-2-2003 vide SO 175(E), dt. 1.4-2'2003.
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(a) "company" means any body corporate and includes a firm or other
association of individuals, and

(b) "director", in relation to a firm, means a parhrer in the firm.
27. Offence to be cognizable, non-bailable and non-compoundable

Every offence under this Act shall be cognizable, non-bailable and non-compoundable.
28. Cognizanceof offences

(1) No court shall take cognizance of an offmce under this Act except on a complaint
madeby-

(a) the Appropriate Authority concerned, or any officer authorised in ftis
behalf by the Central Govemment or state Govemment, as the case may be,
or the Appropriate Authority; or

(b) a person who has given notice of not less than l[fifteen days] in the manner
prescribed, to the Appropriate Authority, of the alleged offence and of his
intention to make a complaint to the court.

Explanation: For the purpose of this clause, "person" includes a social organisation.
(2) No court other than that of a Metropolitan Magistrate or a ]udicial Magishate of the

fust class shall try any offence punishable under this Act.
(3) Wherea complainthasbeenmadeunderclause (b) of sub-section (1), the courtmay,

on demand by such persory direct the Appropriate Authority to make available copies of the
relevant records in its possession to such person.

CHAPTERVTTI
MISCELLANEOUS

29. Maintenance of records
(1) All records, charts, forms, reports, consent letters and all the documents required to

be maintained under this Act and the rules shall be preserved for a period of traro yeis or for
such period as maybe prescribed:

PROVIDEDtha! if anycriminal orotherproceedings are instituted againstanyGenetic
Counselling Centre, Genetic Laboratory or Genetic Clinic, the records and all other
documents of such Centre, Laboratory or Clinic shall be preserved till the finat disposal of
suchproceedings.

(2) All sudr records shall, at all reasonable times, be made available for inspection to
the Appropriate Authority or to any other person authorised by the Appropriate iuthority
in thisbehalf.
30. Power to search and seize records, etc.

2J1f; f Ur apptopriate Authority has reason to believe that an offence under this Act
has been or is being committed at any Genetic Counselling Centre, Genetic Laboratory,
GeneticClinic or anyotherplace, sudrAuthority or anyofficer authorised inthisbehalf may,
subject to sudr rules as maybe prescribed enter and search at all reasonable times with such
assistance, if any, as sudrAuthorityorofficerconsidersnecessary, suchGeneticCoturselling
Centre, Gmetic Laboratory, Genetic Clinic or any other place and examine any recordl
register, document, book, pamphlet, advertisement or any other material object found therein
and seize and seal the same if such Authority or officer has reason to believe that it may
furnish evidence of the commission of an offence punishable under this Act.l

Substituted for "thirty days" by Act 14of 2003,w.e.f. 74-2-2003 vide SO 175(E), dt. 14-2-2003.
Substitutecl, ibid.
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(2) The provisions of the Code of Criminal Procedure, 7973 (2 of 7974) relating to

searches and ieizures shall, so far as may be, aPPly to every search or seizure made under

thisAct.
31. Protection of action taken in good faith

No sui! prosecution or other legal proceeding shall lie against the Central or the State

Govemment or the Appropriate Authority or any officer authorised by the Central or State

Government or by the Authority for anything which is in good faith done or intended to be

done in pursuance of the provisions of this Act.

'[ste. Removal of difficulties
(1) If any difficulty arises in giving effect to the provisions of the Pre'natal Diagnostic

Techniques (Regulation and Prevention of Misuse) Amendment Act, 2002, the Central

Govemment may, by order published in the Official Gazette, make such provisions not

inconsisterrt with theprovisions of the said Act as appear to it to be necessary or expedimt

for removing the difficulty:
pROVIDED tt6tno order shallbe made under this sectionafterthe expiry of a period

of three years from the date of commencement of the Pre'natal Diagnostic Techniques

(Regulation and Prevmtion of Misuse) Amendment Acl, 20(J,2-

(2) Everyordermadeunderthis section shallbe lai4 as soonasmaybe afteritismade,
before eadt House of Parliament.l

32. Power to make rules
(1) The Cmtral Govemment may make rules for carrying out the provisions of this Act.

(2) kr particular, and without prejudice to the generality of the foregoing power, such

rulesmayprovide for-
,(r) *," minimum qualifications for persons employed at a registered Genetic

Counselling Celrtre, Genetic Laboratory or Genetic Clinic under clause (2)

of section 3;

(ia) themannerinwhichthe person conductingultrasonographyon a pretnant
woman shall keep record thereof in the clinic under the proviso to
sub-section (3) of section 4;I

(ii) the form in whictr consent of a pregnant woman has to be obtained under
section 5;

(iii) tre procedure to be followed by the mernbers of the Cerrtral Su-pervtsor|
Board inthe discharge of their functionsunder sub-section (4) of section8;

(iv) allowances for merrbers other than er ofao members admissible under
sub-section (5) of section9;

211iva; code of conduct to be observed by persons working at Genetic Cor:nselling
Centres, Genetic Laboratories and Genetic Clinics to be laid down by the

Central Supervisory Board under clause (iv) of section 16;

(ivb) the marmer in which reports shall be fumished by the State and Union
TerritorySupervisory Boards to the Board and the Cerrtral Government in
respect 

-of 
.ruriors activities undertakm in the State under the Act under

clause (iv) of sub-section (1) of section 16A;

(ivc) empowering the Appropriate Authority in any other matter under clause

(d) of section 17Al

Substituted by Act 14 of 20&3, w.e.f. t+2-2003 vide SO 175(E), dt. 14-2-2W3.

Itrserteci, ibid.
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(v) the period intervening between any two meetings of the Advisory
Committee under the proviso to sub-section (8) of section 17;

(vi) the terms and conditions subject to whidr a person maybe appointed to the
Advisory Committee and the procedure to be followed by such Committee
under sub-section (9) of section 17;

(vii) the form and manner in which an application shall be made for registration
and tlre fee payable thereof under sub-section (2) of section 18;

(viii) the facilities to be provided, equipment and other standards to be
maintained by the Genetic Counselling Centre, Genetic Laboratory or
Genetic Clinic under sub-section (5) of section L8;

(ix) the form in which a certificate of registration shall be issued under
sub-section (1) of section 19;

(x) the manner in which and the period after which a certificate of registration
shall be renewed and the fee payable for sudr renewal under sub-section
(3) of section 19;

(xi) the manner in whidr an appeal may be preferred under section 2L;

(xii) the period up to which records, charts, etc., shall be preserved under
sub-section (1) of section 29;

(xiii) the manner in whidr the seizure of documents, records, objects, etc., shall
be made and the manner in whidr seizure list shall be prepared and
delivered to the person from whose custody such documents, records or
objects were seized under sub-section (1) of section 30;

(xiv) any other matter that is required to be, or may be, prescribed.
33. Power to make regulation

The Board may, withprevious sanction of the Central Govemmerrt, by notification in
theOfficialGazette,makeregulationsnotinconsistentwiththeprovisions of this Actandthe
rules made thereunder to provide for-

(a) thetimeandplaceof themeetingsof theBoardandproceduretobefollowed
for the transaction of business at such meetings and thenumber of members
whidr shall form the quorum under sub+ection (1) of section 9;

(b) the manner inwhich a personmaybe temporarily associated withthe Board
under sub-section (1) of section 11;

(c) the method of appointnent, the conditions of service and the scales olpay
and allowances of the officer and other errployees of the Board appointed
trnder section 12;

(d) generally for the efficient conduct of the affairs of the Board.
34. Rules and regulations to be laid before Parliament

Every rule and every regulation made under this Act shallbe lai4 as soon as maybe
after it is made, before each House of Parliament, while it is in session, for a total period of
thirty days which may be comprised in one session or in two or more successive sessions,

and if, before the exprry of the session immediately following the session or the successive

sessions aforesaid, both Houses agree in making any modification in the rule or regulation
or both Houses agree that the rule or regulation should not be made, the rule or regulation
shall thereafter have effect only in sudr modified fonn or be of no effec*, as the case may be;

so, however, that any such modification or annulment shall be without prejudice to the
validity of anything previously done under that rule or regulation.


